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Red tides occur when coastal waters become overpopulated with certain types of algae and Algpe (Phycology)
phytoplankton, including dinoflagellates, a type of single-celled algae. Many of the plankton alghl Blooms & Red Tides
species associated with red tides produce potent toxins that pose a serious threat to
fisheries, marine ecosystems, wildlife, and human health. Once found primarily in the coastal
waters of the United States and Europe, red tides have become a global problem.
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On 2 August 1990 Iraqg
invaded Kuwait. Despite
significant aid from the United
States, the prolonged Iran-
Irag war of the 19805 had left
Iraq’s economy crippled, and
access to Kuwaiti oil was a
powerful motive for Saddam
Hussein's aggression. The
United Mations condemned the
invasion, demanding a
complete withdrawal of Iraqi
troops from Kuwait by 15
January 1991 and imposing
economic sanctions. The United
States President George Bush
organised a broad
international coalition, which
led to a build up of some
750,000 troops in the Gulf
region, including 500,000 from
America. The fighting began on
16-17 January 1991, with
sustained large-scale air

attacks on Iraqi targets. Iraq responded with missile attacks

against the coalition and Israel, in an attempt to force Israeli involvement in the conflict
and thus fracture the fragile Arab-American alliance. The coalition began the ground war
on 24 February, and advanced rapidly, recapturing Kuwait and establishing a cease-fire
on 28 February 1991, Iraq sustained an estimated 100,000 fatal casualties, while the
coalition suffered less than 200 killed. By liberating Kuwait, President Bush and the
coalition had fulfilled the UN mandate, but as Saddam Hussein managed to maintain his
grip on power until 2003, the conflict had arguably done litte to advance US goals in the

region or to promote greater stability.
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